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Office Action Summary 



Applicant(s) 

ALDERSON ET Al 



et with the correspondent 



Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This ac 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance e> 



or election requirement. 



except for formal matters 
fe Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 32-62 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 32 and 45-62 is/8 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 33-44 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction ar 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 05 September 2001 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)MMI b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.I3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Application/Control Number: 09/936,069 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1771 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group II is acknowledged. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 33-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Complete Textile Glossary" in view of "The effect of Powder Morphology on the 
Process of Auxetic Polyropylene" and "A stretch of the Imagination". "Complete Textile 
Glossary" discloses a method of forming polypropylene fibers comprising melt spinning, 
(i.e., extruding), the polymer. "Complete Textile Glossary" differs from the claimed 
invention because it does not disclose forming the polypropylene fibers from 
thermoformable particulate polymer material wherein cohesion and extrusion are 
effected during spinning at a temperature which is sufficient to permit production of 
filaments without causing actual melting and complete coalescence of the particles into 
a liquid form. "The effect of Powder Morphology" teaches that polypropylene particles 
may be extruded so as to form auxetic materials, by selecting particles which have are 
irregularly shaped, have a size of up to 300 urn in diameter and by controlling the 
processing conditions so that the an auxetic polymer was produced. See pages 637 
and 642. "A stretch of the Imagination" teaches that auxetic fibers would be desirable 
because of their flexibility. Therefore, it would have been obvious to have formed 
auxetic polypropylene fibers by extruding the polypropylene according to the process 
disclosed in "The effect of Powder Morphology". One of ordinary skill in the art would 
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have been motivated to spin the auxetic polypropylene into fibers by the teaching of "A 
stretch of the Imagination" which details the advantages of having auxetic polymeric 
fibers. See page 39. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth M. Cole whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-1475. The examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 6:00 PM Monday 
through Wednesday, and 6:30 AM and 2 PM on Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (571) 272-1478. 

Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (571 ) 272-0994. 

The fax number for all official faxes is (703) 872-9306. 
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Primary Examiner 
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